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AND 
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For the Mu RD ER of 


JANE BUTTERSWORTH, 


Hon. Mr. Juſtice Chapple, 
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With a PRE YA CR, 


Cm an exact Account, taken from the 
Perfons who ſaw the IL. IORHRYT VS in Hemington 
Church-Yard, the Night before the Corpſe was 
taken up, and the true Motives for taking up 
the Corpſe. 


To which are added, 


True Copies of ſome very material Ix ro MATION, . 
taken before Foſeph Houlton, and Robert Smith, | 
* 1 of the Peace. 
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A juſt &eSint of the Pr ifoners Behaviour at their Trial ; 
at, and after Sentence; ; and at the Place of Execution. 
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THE 


PRE FAC E. 


H E Publich would have been Ando 

oblig'd with this, according to my 
3 but from ſome unforeſeen 
Accidents that hade interven'd : And ano- 
ther Account of this Trial having ſince 
appear'd in Print, ſtuſſed with ſo many 
groſs Miſtakes and falſe Repreſentations of 
the moſt material Facts, makes the Publi- 


cation of this the more neceſſary now, to 


ſet this Matter in a true and juſt Light. 


Mrs, Branch was born at Briſtol, of bo- 
neſt induſtrious Parents : Her Father's 


Name was Parry, who was bred a Surgeon, 


and after ſome Time, uſing the Seas in his 


Profeſſion, quitted that and became Maſter 


| of a Ship, and itt that W. ay acquir? 4 a 
handſome Fortune with a good Character, 
and gave his Daughter a ſuber and religious 
Education, and near 2600 l. with her 
in Marriage to Mr. Benjamin Branch an 
gorney. Their Lives were not the moſt 
Happy, and his Death not without ſome 
A 2 Imputations 
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Imputations and ſtrong — of 
Poiſon from her. 


She had long W under the ann 
of a moſt þ th Miſtreſs, and her Daughter, 
under her Education and Example, imbib'd 

too much of her ſavage Diſpoſition, from 
WHENCE the good-natur'd Part of Mankind 
| were iucliud to hope ſhe might have been 
pardom d; and that this Check, if ſhe had 
found Mercy, would have prov'd a Cure for 
the Prejudices fhe had recerv'd from her 
unhappy bringing up; and ſome of her moi 
material Proſecutors offer d her Friend, 
who ch to intercede for her, to join in 4 
Petition for that Purpoſe ; and it is be- 
liev'd every ane that was concern'd in the 
Proſecution would have done the ſe ame, | 
asked, ther Proſecution proceeding mer] ly 
from a juſt Abhorrence of ſo cruel a Murder, 
aud not from any perſoual Malice, as the 
Priſoners on their Trial inſinuated. 
Weir cruel Uſage of their Servants render d 
it difficult for them to get any among their 
Acquaintance, and the unhappy Girl, for «ho 
they ſuffer'a, was decoy'd into their Service Ly 
John Lawrence, one of their Witneſſes, from 
Briſtol, and * to believe (tho untrue) that 
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ſhe was Aid; to Abu We that ſle 
might be the ſtronger | confined to * undergge 
their Cruelties, which ſhe often declared (be 
would not hade done but for that Belief, and 


having no Friends to fly to for Reareſs. 


The Lights ſeen the 2 eniug bes Gre the 
Body of the dec eaſed was taken up, baomg 


made ſome Noiſe in the MM orld, it may be 


expected ſome Notice foould be talen Li them. 


John Clarke, 4 Butcher of Mells, ſaith, 
that as he was going to Hemington, Sho! ve 


Tueſday Evening, between $even an dijght 


Coch, when he came. near. Houſe, called 
Dover-Caſtle, on t/je Hill above Hemington, 
he ober ved a Light aſcend iv a great Height, 
like a Shy-Rocket, and ſeem'd by his Gue f's 
to ariſe from Hemington' Church-yard, and 
coming nearer the Brow of the Hill he oh. 
ſerved a ſecond, and going dawn the Hill be 
ſaw a third, and all burſt with Reports 
like Shy-Rockets, and he imagined they had 
been really ſuch; aud being pretty near chen 
he jaw the laſt, ſays, that it ſcem d to be 
fired from Hemington Toter; and having 
been 30 Tears at Sen," is well acquainted 
th ſuch FireIVorks, aud was pleaſed to 
fee Ilie Country People perform (9 expertly as 
they appeared te hint, aud jo he exprefed 


himſelf 
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himſelf to the Family of Mr. Hill, the Recs 
tor of that Pariſh (Mr. Hill being then 


abroad) who, to his great Surprize, told 
im that no ſuch Things Bad s ever been — | 


off there. 
Richard Hawkins, Mr. Hill's 8 ſaith, 


that as he was going to Bed, between Eight 


and Nine o Clock the ſame Evening, his 
Chamber Window looking towards, and be- 
ing very near the Church-yard, he ſaw a 
Light, (like that of a Candle of Six to the 


| Pound) riſe up from Jane Butterſworth's 


Grave, which after reſting there ſome little 
Time moved to the Church Porch, and thence 


back to the Grave, and then diſappeared. 


But the true Cauſe of the taking up the 
Corpſe ſprang from the Enquiry Mrs. Branch 
made of the Sexton, how deep he had made 
the Grave, and if he had covered it in well, 
which made ſuch an Impreſſion on a Perſon 


that happened to be preſent, that he could 


not be eaſy till he had put it in Execution. 


Some Expreſſions Anne James had dropt 


of the unhappy Girl's Death, and the well- 
 #nown cruel Temper of Mrs. Branch were 
alſo great — 


The 


The PREFACE M 


The Truth will be ſtrictiy purſued in 
what is here offe rd, and ud material 
Occurrence in the Trial omitted, without 
troubling the Reader with any Remark on 
the many Falſities in what has been already 
publiſhed on this Occaſion, excepting the 
Author's Impudence in forging and foiſting 
into his ſcandalous Pamphlet a Letter from 
Betty Branch 10 Mr. Hill, who utterly de- 
nies the Receipt of any Leiter from her, on 
this or any other Subject. 
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T Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, 
SERIE 
Betty Branch, her Daughter. 


1 being publickly known that Mrs. Branch 


had brought a large Sum of Money to the 

Aſſizes, and ſuſpected that ſome of it had 
been offered to ſome of the Travers Jury, the 
Court was moved that the V/ Prins Pannel 
might be called over, and a Jury taken from 
thence ; but the Motion was denied, as not hav- 
ing been practiſed. After ſome Challenges a Jury 
was ſworn, and the Priſoners tried on the follow- 
ing Indictment, viz. 


Somerſet ſſ. 


The Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King, 
upon their Oath do preſent, That Eligabetb 
Branch, late of the Pariſh of Hemington, 
Widow, and Betty Branch of the ſame, 
ſingle Woman, not having the Fear of Gop 
before their Eyes, but being moved and 

' ſeduced by the Inſtigation of the Devil, 
on the 13th Day of February, in the thirteenth 
Tear of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord ; 
George the Second, by the Grace of _ | 
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# . (2) 
3 - of Great. Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, and fo forth, with 


Force and Arms, at Hemington aforeſaid 4. 
the County aforeſaid, in and upon one Jane 


Heller ſtworth, otherwiſe Butterfworth, in the 
Peace of Gop, and our ſaid Lord the King, 


then and there being, then and there felo- 
Tate, voluntarily, and of their Malice 
afore-thought, did make an Affault ; and 

the faid Elizabeth Branch and Betty Branch, 
(with certain Sticks of no Value, which the 
ſaid Elizabeth Branch and Betty Branch in 
their Hands, then and there had and held, 

the ſaid Fane Betterſtvorth, otherwiſe Butterf- 
Worb, in and upon the Left Side of the 
Head, and the fore Part of the Head of her 
the ald Fane Betterfworth; otherwiſe Butterſ- 
_ 2vorth, then and there feloniouſly, volunta- 
rily, and of their Malice afore-thought, did 
ſtrike ; and the faid Elizabeth Branch and 
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the ſaid Fave Betterfworth, otherwiſe Butterſ- 
_ worth, in and upon the Left Side of the 
Head, and the fore Part of the Head of her 
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© evorth, ſeveral mortal Blows and Bruiſes, of 
the Length of half an Inch, of the Breadth 
of one Inch, and of the Depth of one Inch, 
then and there feloniouſly, voluntarily, and 
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0 ö of their Malice afore-thought, did give, df 


which ſaid mortal Blows and Bruiſes the ſaid 
Fane Betterfworth, otherwiſe B utterfeworth, 
at the Pariſh of Hemington, in the faid 
County, then and there did languiſh, by the 


Space of ten Hours, and of the mortal Blows 


and Bruiſes aforeſaid, then and there died. 

And ſo the Jurors aforeſaid do fay on their 

| ſaid Oath, That the faid Elizabeth Branch 
. and af Branch, the faid Fane Better forth, 
UL” ng xerwile 
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Betty Branch, with the Sticks aforeſaid, to 


the faid Fane Betterfivorth, otherwiſe Butterſ- | 
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otherwiſe Butterſworth, the ſaid thirteenth 
Day of February, in the Thirteen Year 
aforeſaid, with Force and Arms, at Heming- 
ton aforeſaid, in the ſaid County, in Man- 
ner and Form aforeſaid, then and there fe- 
loniouſly, voluntarily, and of their Malice 
afore- thought, did kill and murther, againſt 
the Peace of our faid Lord the King, his 
Crown and Dignity, 

HAWKINS, 


| The firſt Witneſs for the King was Ann James, 
whoſe Evidence cannot be more juſtly ſtated than 


by her Information given before a very worthy 


5 Magiſtrate. 


Somerſet ſſ. The Information of An James, 
: Servant to Mrs. Eligabeth Branch, in the Pariſh 
of Hemington, in this County, taken upon her 


Oath before Fojeph Houlton, Eſq; one of his 


Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for this County, 
this 26th Day of February, 1739. 


Who, upon her Oath, faith, That ſhe came 


to live with Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, at High Church 


in the Pariſh of Hemington, in this County, about 
Michaelmas laſt, where ſhe lived together with 
Fane Bulterſevorih (who, as ſhe has been informed, 


Was an Apprentice to Mrs. Branch until the 13th 


of this Inſtant February, the time of her Deceaſe;) 


and that during all thar Time according to the 


beſt of this Informant's Judgment and Obſerva- 


tion, the ſaid Jane Butterſworth behaved herielf 


in an orderly civil Manner, always ready to the 


beſt of her Ability and Strength to obey her 


Miſtreſſes Commands; and that ſhe apprehends 
the ſaid Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, and her Daughter 
Eligabeth Branch, to be very paſſionate People, 


and have ſeen them beat the faid Bulterſcrorth 
| * ſcveral 


the Calves; and that before 
of them, ſhe perceived a Wound in one of 


(4) 

ſeveral Times upon very ſlight Occaſions. - That 
upon Tueſday the 12th Day of this Inſt. February, 
about Eight o'Clock in the Evening, her Miſtreſs 
Elizabeth Branch the Elder, ſent the ſaid Jane 
Butterſworth to Faulkland, a Village about half a 
Mile diſtant. from the Houſe, to one Anthony 
Budd, to fetch Bran ; upon her Return ſhe told 
her Miſtreſs they had no Bran. 

And further faith, That Wedneſday the thirteenth 
Pay. of this. Inſtant February, about eight or nine 
in the Morning, William Buad, Son of the ſaid Anth. 
Budd, came to their Houſe. to work, when this 


Informant asked him why he did not ſend the 


Bran laſt Night; to which he anſwered, No Body 
came for any; whereupon this Informant and 
Elizabeth Branch the Daughter, asked the faid 
Fane Butterfworth whether ſhe had been for the 
Bran or not the Night before, to which ſhe an- 
ſwered ſhe had; upon which the faid Elizabeth 
the Daughter grew angry, and ordered this In- 
formant to go to Faulkland, to Anthony Budd's, and 
fetch the Bran, ſaying then ſhe ſhould know the 


Truth; but before ſhe went commanded her to 


get ſome Withey Twigs from a Tree near the 
Flouſe, which ſhe did, and deliver'd her a ſmall 
Handful, then went to Faullland, (which was 


about Nine o'Clock) and was told by Margaret, 


Anthony Budu's Wife, that Fane Butterfworth had 
not been there the Evening before for Bran. 
That upon this Informant's Return ſhe found the 
faid Elizabeth Branch the Daughter, and the faid 
Fane Butterftosrih, in the Sheep-Houſe, ſuckling 

ſhe ſpoke to either 


Buiterfeworth*s Arms, a little below the Elbow, 
and a great deal of Blood run from thence down 
her Arm and Hand ; Elizabeth Branch the Daugh- 
ter asked her whether the Girl (meaning the ſaid 
Buvicr forth) had been for the Bran, or not; this 

| | | | Informant 
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Informant anſwering No, faid to the Girl, You 

defered me to tarry till the Maid came back, when 1 
Hould know the Truth, but now you ſhall have it 
thoroughly ; and immediately beat her with her 
Fiſt about the Head, and pinch'd and pull'd her 
Ears; but ſhe this Informant did not perceive any 
Blood about her Head at that time. They all three 
went from thence into the Kitchen, where ſhe 
this Informant ſaw two Rods lying in the Win- 
dow, made out of the Witheys ſhe had gather'd 
as aforeſaid; and that then Elizabeth Branch the 
Mother came down Stairs, and ſhe and her 
Daughter took each a Rod, the Daughter ſaying to 
the ſaid Fare Butter forth, 1 will not lay my Hands 
on thee more for one twelve Months, for now J will 
make thee better or will make thee worſe ; then the 
ſaid Ehzabeth the Mother bid this Informant lay 
the Girl down on the Floor, which ſhe refuſed, 
ſaying 'twas better for them to ſend the Girl from 
whence ſhe came, than ſo often to beat her; 
whereon the ſaid Elizabeth Branch the Mother, 
and Elizabeth the Daughter, flung her upon her 
Face upon the Floor, the Girl begging to be 
{ſpared and promiſing Amendment; Elizabeth the 
Daugk.ter then kneePd upon her Neck to keep 
her down, and both whipp'd her upon her Skin 
for a conſiderable Time, till ſhe run with Blood; 
then Elizabeth the Daughter took off one of the 
Girls Shoes, and beat her about the Breech and 
Hips with the Heel thereof, keeping her with | 
her Knee on the Ground, and Elizabeth the Mo- 
ther whipping her all the while. 

This Informant further faith, that ſhe deſired 
them to forbear and let the Child alone, to which 
Elizabeib the Mother anſwered her, 'tis not your 
Buſineſs ; but they did let her get up, and the 
Daughter kick'd her ſeveral Times; they then, 
Hoth Mother and Daughter, took each a Stick 
| that was at "Rn; and beat the ſaid Jane 3 


Worth 


7 RE 
$ * 8 s ＋ . 4 1 0 

2 — 
1 _— 2 


<4 SJ 
worth! very much about the Head and Shoulder 


in the fame Kitchen, from whence ſhe run, en- 


deavouring to eſcape them, thro* the Hall into 


the Parlour, but they followed, beating her with 


the ſaid Sticks back into the Kitchen, when this 
Informant perceived the Blood running very faſt 
from the Fore · part of her Head down upon her 
Shoulder, but did not perceive any Blood about 
her Head until they beat her with the two Sticks; 


then EZlizubeth Branch the Mother bid this Infor- 


mant fetch a Pail of Water, which ſhe did, and 
bid the Girl waſh the Blood off from her Head, 
Face and Arm, which ſhe made ſome Attempt 
to do, paring her Hand into the Water, and 


Jlifting them towards her Head could not do it; 


kut Jet them fall as this Informant apprehends, 


for want of Strength, faying to Elizabeth the 
Daughter, Mifs I cannot do it, and alter'd very 
much in her Speech and Countenance, looking 
pale and faint; whereupon they order'd this In- 
formant to waſh her ; She did waſh the Sleeve of 
her Shift and Gown, but that the Blood was then 
running from her Head upon her Shoulder; 
when Elizaleib the Daughter directed the faid 
Jane Butler ſtrortb into a Court juſt without the 
jaid Kitchen Door, and bid her ſcower a Kettle, 


to which ſhe anſwered, yes Miſs, and endea- 


vour'd to go, holding her Head upon one Shoul- | 
der, and went out of the Door in a reeling Po- 
ture, and put her Hands into the ſaid Kettle, 


but could not cleanſe it, which the ſaid Elzabeih 


the Daughter perceiving from the Kitchen Win- 
dow, bid this Informant call her in again, and 
then both Elizabeth the Mother and the Daughter | 
bid this Informant ſend her to duſt out the Hall 


and Parlour : She gave her a Bruſh, and the 
ſaid Butterſworth went into the Parlour leaning 


her Head to one Shoulder, and Groaning very 
much; ſoon after they ordered this Informant to 
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£0 ind ſe what ſhe was doing, ſhe found her tn 
the Parlour. leaning againſt the Wall wich her 
Head upon her Hand, and upon her deſiring hey 
to make Haſte, ſhe reply'd, crying Oh! Am, 
my Head is as giddy as a Gooſe, and endeavour'd 
to ſweep. the Room, but could not, and ſeem*d 
to wg herſelf up from Falling, by leaning on 
the Handle of the Bruſh ; upon her Return ſhe 
told them the Girl was ſweeping the Room, but 
was very bad, to which Eliabeib Branch the 
Mother reply d. hang her ſhe was cunning 
enough, and bid this —ů— go to her again, 
and tell her i ſhe did not make Haſte, Mis 
would come and beat her again, for they wanted 
to go out; upon this Informant's going again ſhe 
found her in che Hall leaning againſt a large 
Tub, and upon her ſpeaking to her, ſhe reply'd, 
wringing her Hands, Oh! An, Am, my Head 
is as giddy as a Gooſe, and endeavouring to 


walk, reel'd away and fell againſt the Partition 


or Side of the Room; this Informant returning 
told them the Girl was very bad and not able to 
to ſtand 3 upon which they bid her fetch her 
down (the Hall and Patlour. being about three 
Steps. up from the Kitchen) upon returning into 
the Hall ſhe found the faid Butterfroorth. leaning 
in the ſame Poſture, and groaning very much, 
but did not ſpeak, ſhe led her down, but, when 
Jhe came to the Steps ſhe reePd againſt this In- 
formant out of the Kitchen Door (which was near 
the ſaid Steps) into the Court, where endea- 


vouring to go, ſhe turid round about, leaning 


her Head on one Shoulder, and groaning very 


much: The faid Elizabeth the Mother, and 


Elizabeth the Daughter came into the Court, and 
the Daughter ſaid to the Girl, I will. cool thee, 
you. was too hot. juſt now, and took about half 


a Pail of cold Water, and threw. it on her 


1 lead and. Neck, after which they took her into 


„ the 


18) | 
the Brew⸗houſe, which is croſs the faid little 
Court, and bid her duſt out the Room over- head, 
upon which the Girl deſired this Informant to 
help. her up for ſhe, could not go herſelf; when 


they came up into the Room, the Girl lean'd 


upon her Hands in the Window with her Head 
upon one Shoulder, and groan'd very much, 
but did not then ſpeak; this Informant returning 
told them, that ſhe believ'd the Girl was not able 
to ſweep the Room, whereupon the ſaid Elizabeth 
Branch the Mother went up and beat her very 
much, ſaying, I will make thee duſt the Room, 
or 1 will break thy Neck down Stairs, upon 
which the Girl anſwer'd I will, Madam; and 
upon her coming down ſhe bid this knformant 
go to the Girl, and make her go to Faulkland for 
Hops, but when ſhe came to ſpeak to her ſhe was 
funk down upon her Breech on the Floor, and 
anſwer'd I know the Way, and ſeem'd much 
alter'd in her Voice and Looks, which this In- 
formant told the ſail Elizabeth Branch the Mother, 
that ſhe apprehended the Girl had loſt her Senſes, 
to which ſhe anfwer*d as before, ſhe was cunning 
enough, do you make her come down and 'waſh 
the Diſhes ;' ſhe found her in the fame Poſture, 
and told her what her Miſtreſs ſaid, Upon which 
ſhe anſwer'd in a very low Voice, I can't come 
down, upon which this Informant took her in 
her Arms, and brought her down into the Brew- 
houſe, and ſet her down by the Fire-Place, 
whither the Daughter brought a Pail of Water, 
and put by her, and bid her waſh the Diſhes, 
who anſwer'd in a low inward Speech, I will 
Mis ; upon which Elzabeth the Daughter, in the 
Preſence of the Mother, bid this Informant fetch 
ſome Salt, which ſhe did about half a handful}, 
and put it in the Window, the Daughter rook 
the Salt in her Hand, and threaten'd the Girl, if 


the: did not make Haſte and waſh the Diſhes, ſhe 
vl would 
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would: {alt her Breech for her, ana make her hot 
again, to which the anfwer'd | as before, looking 


very ſtrange with her Eyes, and groaning, I 


will Miſs, but made no Attempt to do it, not 
(as the Informant verily believes) being able to do 
it, nor to ſtand "if Ke had been ſet upon her Feet; 

whereupon the aid Elizabeth Brauch the Daughter, 
in the Nelenegef the Mother, laid her down upon 
one Side, and rub' d her Breech, bloody as before 
with the Whipping, with the Salt, which the 
Girl took no other Notice of than to fay in a 
a low muffling Manner, I will Miſs; after which 
they bid this Informant give the Girl ſome Bread 


and Cheeſe, ſhe put ſome into her Hands, but did 


not. ſee her or to put it to her Mouth: Bux 
ſhe the ſaid Fane Butterworth put both her Hands 

upon her Head and groan'd very much, but did 
not ſpeak, nor ſeem'd to take any Notice of any 
Body, mee the Mother and Daughter bid 


this Informant make what Haſte ſhe could back.— 


And further faith, that upon her coming back 
into the Kitchen, the found- both the Mother 


and Daughter by the Fire, .and the Girl lying 


upon. the Floor before the Fire, and that the Cap 
that ſhe had upon her Head, when ſhe left her 


in the Brew-houſe, and was then very bloody, was 


taken off, and a clean one put on; but that the 
Blood had run thro? that likewiſe ; they told this 
Informant the Girl was very bad, whereupon the 
ſpoke to her, and called her by her Name ; but 
He making no. Anſwer, nor ſhewing any Sign of 
Life, ſhe Pi to her Miſtreſs, the Girl is dead, 

ſhe reply'd, ſhe is not, for I gave her a Dram 
juſt now, and deſired this Informant to carry her 
up Stairs to Bed, ſhe reply*d ſhe could not; the 
Daughter then offer'd to help her, they carried 
her up between them, and put her into Bed; 

when this Informant * Hand to her Mouth 

a 
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and faith, that 1he believes there was a little Life 
remaining in her, and that Elizabeth Branch the 
Mother put her Finger into her Mouth, and ſaid 
ſhe would come to herſelf again; this was about 
Six o' Clock in the Evening: This Informant 
then was ſent to Faulkland for Wine, and return'd 
about Eight, and went into the Room where the 

ſaid Jane Butterſworth lay, and found ſhe was 

dead, and meeting Elizabeth the Mother, ſhe 
aſk*d this Informant how the Wench did, who 
told her ſhe was dead, whereupon ſhe call'd her 

Welch Bitch, and that ſhe ſaid fo to excuſe her- 

ſelf from lying with her, but ſoon after ſhe per- 

ſuaded this Informant to lye in the Bed with the 

Girl, otherwiſe ſhe would have no Body to be | 

within Call in the Night. j 

And further faith, that ſhe did lye dow 4 an 
her Clothes, about 11 o'Clock, on one Side of |. 
the ſame Bed where the Corpſe lay, and continued 
there till five next Morning, but never touch*d 
the Body. 
This Informant further faith, that Thur ſay i E 
the 74th, after ſhe had put her Miſtreſs and 

Daughter into Bed, ſhe told her that ſhe and | 

one William Budd muſt go and take meaſure of | 

the Corpſe for a Coffin, but caution*d her not to 9 0 

pull the Clothes off for Budd to fee it, for ſhe 

had many Bruiſes about the Body; ; that ſhe might 

fling back the top Clothes ad take the Meaſure 

upon the Sheet. And that when ſhe and Bd 
| were in the Room, the Sheet was turned back 
83 7 with the other Clothes enough for them to ſee one 
' Leg and one Arm, which was very black and 
much bruis'd. 

Further faith, that Friday the 15th after Dinner, 
© Blizabeth the Mother in her own Bed-Room or- 
| | der'd this Informant to warm ſome Lye to waſh 
! l the Corpſe, and aſk'd her whether ſhe had Ne 
| one 
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(1) 
dane ſuch a ching; upon her anſwering No, ſhe 
reply d we muſt do this ourſelves, becauſe ſhe 
has a great many Bruiſes about her, and we muſt 
not ſhew them, whereupon this Informant, the 
Mother and the Daughter went into the Room 
where the Corpſe lay, and this Informant waſh'd 
it as well as ſhe could without pulling off the Shift 
or Cap; that there was a great deal of Blood 
upon the Arm and Neck, and the Sleeve of the 
Shift, and the Side of the Face; that this Infor- 
mant perceived another Wound on the other Leg 


and Arm that ſhe and Hilkam Budd did not fee 


when they meaſured the Corpſe tor the Coffin as 
before, and that there was a great deal of Blood 
upon the Cap. 

And this Informant further faith, that upon the 
Sunday Morning next after, ſhe, together with 


Elizabeth the Mother, and Ehzabeth Branch the 
Daughter, and one John Lawrence, went to put 


the Corpſe into the Coffin, when the ſaid Elzzabethb 
the Mother, flinging the Clothes from off the 
Corpſe, immediately flung the Shroud over it, 


and bid this Informant put. her Hands under the 
faid Shroud and cut the Shift down the Body and 
Sleeves with a Sciſſar, and then the faid Elizabelh 
theo Mother, tyed the Shroud on the hinder-part 
of the Neck, and pulled off the Cap from the 
Head; and put on the Shroud-Cap, then ſlipped 
the Shift from under the Corpſe, which was very 


Bloody, as well as the Cap; that they did not turn 
up the Corpſe, but this.Informant perceived the 
fore-part of the Top of the Head was very Bloody, 
and that the Forehead was very Red, and that the 
ſaid Elizabeth the Mother, order'd this Informant 
to tye a black String very low upon the Shroud- 
Cap over the Forehead, that the faid Redneſs 
might not be ſeen; and then ſhe this Informant, 


and the ſaid John . put tlie Corpſe into the 
C2 Coffin 
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Coffin, and that after ſhe carry'd, by Order of 

Elizabeth Branch the Daughter, od Bloody Shift, 

Cap, and Handkerchief, into a Room called the 
Apple-Room, where the faid Daughter lock'd 

them up; that the Corpſe was buried the OY 

of the ſame Day, and further faith not. 


Sworn the about mentioned, the 26th Day of 


February, 1739, before me, 
Jos. HovL Ton. 


Several Gentlemen look*d over this Information, 
whilſt Ann Fames was giving her Evidence at 

the Trial, and all agreed there 4 was not the 
leaſt material Variation, 


(13 2 


Ann Jones on being croſs-examin'd by the 


Pri ſoners Council, denied that her Miſtreſs ever 
| threatned to turn her away for beating the Girl, 
and being aſked why ſhe had not prevented her 


Miſtreſſes from carrying on their Cruelties to the 
Girl, fajd, ſhe often interpos'd, put herſelf be- 


tween them, and beg'd them to ceaſe; and was 
often by them called curſed Welch Bitch, told 
ſhe was a Servant, and they her Miſtreſſes, and 
bad to Mind her own Buſineſs, and not interrupt 
them; and being ask*d, whether ſhe did not de- 
ny before the Coroner and Jury, that her Miſ- 


treſſes had beat or kill'd the Girl, ſaid, ſhe never 


did deny it. 


Francis Coombes, the Clerk and Sexton of He- 
mington, depoſed, that Friday Morning and not 
before, William Budd came to him from Mrs. 
Branch, and bad him toll the Bell, tho* the Girl 
died the Wedneſday before, and that it was uſual to 
toll the Bell for Perſons dying in that Pariſh, im- 
mediately if in the Day time, or early next 
Morning, when they dye in the Night. 


That Sunday Evening, after the Corpſe was in- 


terr'd, Mrs. Branch asked him how dcep he had 
buried it, who anſwer'd ſomething more than a 
Tard; ſhe faid, that was not deep enough; he 
ſaid it was deeper than he uſually buried there, 
that he had digg'd into the Rock; then the ask'd 
nim if he had cover'd it in well, he anſwered 
be had. 


Robert Carver and Fohn Marchant depos'd, that 


there being a Rumour that the Deceaſed was mur- 
der'd, they got the Key of the Church under a 
Pretence of ringing - Medneſday Evening, about 


Nine 
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4 NMine ofClock, they, with ſome others, took up 
$ the Corpſe,” carried it into the Church, - and 
open*d the Coffin, which they did with great Diffi- 
culty, it being faſtened with ſeveral large Nails; 
but before they took off the Lid ſent for Mary 
Vigor, Betty Marchant, and other Women to in- 
ſpect the Body, intending, if no Marks of Vio- 
lence appeared upon it to put it down again, and 
ſay nothing of it. When the Women came the 
Roa withdrew to the other End of the Church. 


. Mary Vigor and Betty Marchant depos'd, that 
[4 they found the Body greatly bruis'd and wounded, 
14 | and thought it it came by a violent Death. 


Then Carver and Marchant depos'd, that they 
put the Lid on the Coffin, lock'd up the Corpſe 
in the Church, and carried the Key to Fohn 
Cradack, the Church-Warden, and that next 
Morning Carver, with other Pariſhioners, and | 
the Conſtable, took up the Priſoners. +1: 


1 . Fohn Marchazs depos'd, that when he took up 
Þ Mrs. Brauch and her Daughter, he asked Mrs. 
| Branch, who laid out the Corpſe ? She anfwer'd, | 
1 oarfalves ; then ask'd her, why ſhe had not ſent £ 
1 for Women as uſual ? ſhe ſaid ſhe liv'd by bad 
WE Neighbours, and nobody would come; In ask?d- 
1 her if the. uw no Wounds on the Body 4 She 
Wot anſwer'd. No. 


Doctor Salmon deposd, that he went with the | 
Coroner and ſome of the Jury, and ſaw and ex- |. 


If amined the Body twice, obſerved a violent Bruiſe 

it on the Os Front:s,- which he felt, and it was ſoft 

3} to the Touch without any Reſiſtance, both Ta- 
| bles of the Skull broken, a Wound a little N | 


the Lemple Bone; and faw the Coroner hand! 
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it, who faid he had before put his Inſtrument 
into it, and believed that to be the moſt dange- 
rous, and faw another Wound above the Coronal 
Suture, which he did not think ſo bad as the 
others, and having obſerved the Bruiſe and the 
other Wound, both which he judged. mortal, 
did not- curiouſly obſerve the latter. Alſo obs \ 


{ ſerved in the Region of the Loins a large Con- 


tuſion, into which he ſaw a Man put his Thumb, 
and turn it about, and look*d upon that to be a 
dangerous Wound, and- very difficult to have 
been cured. —Obſerved her Fingers on one Hand 
with the true Skin beat off, ſo that he faw the 
Flexor Muſcles and Tendons bare, the Anguiſh 
whereof, with the other Wounds, he'thinks might 
have been mortal; her Back, Arms, Thighs, 
and Legs very greatly bruiſed, ſcarce any Part 
but the Breaſt and Belly free, and in general ap- 
peared to have been ſo barbarouſly and inhuman- 
ly uſed, that it was enough to have killed the 
ſtouteſt Man. — That he apprehends there muſt 
have been a vatt Effuſion of Blood from the Ap- 
pearance of ſome of the Wounds being pale and 


: of a Cherry Colour; and that they mult be given, 


when the Blood was low, for Wounds. given in 
a Plethorick State will be livid and blackiſh. 
That the Wounds muſt be given in Life, and 
whilſt the Blood was in its Courſe of Circulation, 
for when that is ended no Wound or Bruiſe will 
make any Alteration of Colour in the Fleſh, 


Mr. Richard Ames, and Mr. James Grant, 
who were of the Jury on the Coroner's Inqueſt, 
depos'd they ſaw the Wounds and Bruiſes, and 
that they put their Fingers near an Inch deep 
into the Wound above the Coronal Suture, 


Mr, 
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Mr. Vi Man Palmer depoſed, that Mrs. Brauch 


ant for his Father-in-Law Mr. Harris, a Surgeon 


and Apothecary of Bradford, to inſpect the Body 


an her * Behalf or if he (being aged) 2 — 


coming, to recommend ſome other Perſon, who 
ſent Mr. Palmer the Witneſs, who was bred un- 


der him, and when Mr. Palmer came, he asked 


her how ſhe thought the Girl might come by her 
Death, and whether they did not beat her ; Hoch 


Priſoners owned they did beat her, and fad if ſhe 


had any Wound in the Head, it muſt be by a 
Fall —4 a Pail of Water, as ſhe came into the 
Kitchen with her Head between the Durn of the 
Door and the Pail, and the Pail cut her Head, 
but owned they could not prove it, nobody be- 
ing then in the Houſe, but themſelves. That 


Mrs. Branch further ſaid to him, the Neighbours 
had taken up the Body, and ſhe believed had 


Malice enough to make the Wounds upon the 


Head fince, to which the Witneſs anſwer'd, it 


would be eaſily diſcover'd, whether the Wounds 


were given in Lite, or after Death; but if he was 


to view the Body he ſhould be obliged to ſpeak. 
the Truth, as it ff ater appear to him .withouy 
Favour 3 and that if he went to the Aſſizes he 
ſhould expect to be paid for his Journey, upon 
which ſhe told him, ſhe would not have him ſee 
the Body, paid him a Guinea for coming to her, 


and diſmiſſed him. 


Mrs. Branch croſs-examined him, if he was 
not told before ſhe diſmiſſed him, that the Jury 
upon the Coroner*s Inqueſt had brought in their 
Verdict Wilfu! Murder, Mr. Palmer anſwer'd that 


he was ſo told. 


NMalliam Coombes depos'd, that while the Taqueſt 
was taking he went with the Conttable and Ann 
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James to ſearch for the bloody Clothes, and Aun 
James ſhew'd the Apple-Room, where the ſame 
were put, and Parry. Branch and William Budd 
went to the Room and unlock*d the Door ; but 
there was none, nor could they find any of her 
Clothes in the Houſe, but ſome Skirts of a Gown, 
which they faid were the Girl's Sunday Clothes, 
that he then obſerved Blood by the Clock-Caſe 
in the Kitchen, and againit the Brewhouſe Door, 
and on the Floor of the Parlour ; and then Au 
James found two Sticks, and brought them away, 


. Fhe Sticks were produced in Court, one was a 
Broom- Stick, and the other an Ath of above an 
Ell long, and being taper, was ſmall at the one 
End, and larger at the other than any Part of the 
Broom-Stick, on the great End of which appear*d 
a ſmall! Mark of Blood, and Anm Fame; depoſed 
thoſe were the Sticks with which Mrs. Branch and 
her Daughter beat the deceaſed ; and added, that 
Miss Branch had bid her wipe away the Blood 
from the ſeveral Places in the Houle, leaft they 
ſhould ſay they murder'd the Girl. 


Henry Butler depoſed, that he lived ſometime 
as a Servant. with Mrs. Branch, and often {aw her 
and her Daughter beat the deceaſed very cruelly 
with Sticks, and break her Head on flight Oc- 
caſions. 1 


And further depos'd, that of their ſavage 
Nature they often beat him very barbarouſly, and 
once till he beſh--t himſelf, that each of them took 
up ſome of his Excrement in her Hand, thruſt it 
into his Mouth and made him eat it; but this 
Evidence was not admitted to be given at that 
Time, nor unleſs the Prifoners ſhould call Wit- 


neſſes to ſhew their kind Uſage to other Servants, 
| WW which 
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which they did not attempr to do, or to produce 
any one Witneſs to their Character, or to im- 
peach the Character of m H/illiams, 


The Counſel for the King then thinking they 
had fully prov'd the Facts charg'd in the Indict- 
ment, and two Witneſſes, viz. Hannah Merefield, 
and William Beacham, who could have prov'd 
many Acts of Cruelty from the Priſoners, to the 
Deceaſed, being ſpirited away, and having taken 
| up a great deal of Time, declin'd troubling the 
1 Court with any further Evidence, tho' they had 

„ many other Witneſſes there ready to have prov'd, 
| ks that Aun Fames declared to ſeveral Perſons that 
| | Fane Butterfworth was dead, the fame Evening 
| ſhe died, and that both the Prifoners ſpoke to 

Anthony Budd to nail up the Coffin, and ſtood by 
him whilſt he did it, and two or three Times re- 

A peated their Directions to him to drive more 

1 Nails. That Miſs Branch the Evening the De- 

J 4 ceas'd was buried, being asked how long the 

iy | Girl had been ſick, anſwer'd, about three Weeks, 
®T of a Giddine in her Head, but they did not 

1 mind it, *twas Pity they had not, and ſaid ſhe 

1 would give 20 Guineas ſhe was alive again, for ſhe 

1 ſhould want every Hair of her Head. That Mrs. 

15 | Branch declared ſhe ſuffer'd none but herſelf to 

4 3 correct her Servants, and that ſhe had a good 

1 Character of Am James, and would ſpend 500 l. 

1 rather than ſhe ſhould be hurt. That the Co- 0 

T1} roner declared at the Inqueſt there was no Occa- | 

. ſion for ſending for a Surgeon, for that the Blow | 

ii on the Forehead was enough to kill an Ox, and || 
that he never ſaw a Body ſo barbarouſly uſed. | 


The Prifoners Defence. 


1 Mrs. Branch ſaid ſhe had ſeveral Witneſſes to 
prove they were not Guilty, that all that was 
dj h worn 
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fworn againſt them was falſe, and a malicious 
Proſecution ; then Miſs Branch faid, ſhe had ta- 
ken the Deceas'd into her Service when ſhe was 
deſtitute of Friends, and cloath'd her when ſhe 
was naked, and therefore could not be * 
to lift up her Hand againſt her. 


John Lawrence depos'd that Miſs hired and 
cloathed the Girl, and had always uſed her civilly 
as far as he knew or obſerv'd; that there had 
been ſome Differences between Ann Fames and the 
Girl, and that he ſaw Ann James ſtrike her ſeve- 
ral Times; that her Miſtreſs threatned to turn 
her away for it; that he often heard the Girl 
complain of Anne fames's ill- uſing her, and ſay 
ſhe ſhould live well enough if it was not for her: 
That he put the Girl in the Coffin, and that the 
Shrowd was put on in the uſual Manner, 


That he was preſent with Mrs. Branch and her 


. Daughter when the Conſtable and Pariſhioners 


came to their Houſe and took them up, and that 
they had timely Notice of it to have made their 


Eſcapes, if they had thought fit. 


Thomas Wrentmore depos'd that ſome time be- 


N fore the Deceaſed's Death, he heard ſomebody 


cry in Mrs. Branch's Barton, but could not ſpeak 


; as to five or ſix Weeks; and being about the 
f | of the Aſſize-Hall from them, he faw 
Am James take the Deceas d by the Hair of the 


Head with one Hand, and ſtrike her with the 


\ | other with her Fiſt cloſed. 


Adio Paradiſe depos'd that the often heard the 
Deceas'd complain of hard Ufage from Ame 
James, but never from her Miſtreſs, 


"ny. Mr. 


1 


Mr. George Hayme the Coroner ſwore that Ame 
James was firſt brought before him and the Jury 
on Friday, and again on Saturday; and that the 
firſt Time ſhe came, and after ſhe was ſworn, be- 
ing asked before him and the Jury. if ſhe knew 
who kill'd the Deceas'd, ſhe anſwer'd, ſhe could 
nat tell; and being asked how the Deceasd came 
by her Death, the anfwered, ſhe did not know. 


Thus having ended their Defence, after as can- 
did a Frial as ever was heard, which laſted about 
fix Hours, the Judge having fund: up the Evi- 
dence to the Jury, they, after a ſhort Conſidera- 
tion, without going out of Court, brought in 
their Verdict, Guilty ; and it was obſerv'd that 


Mrs. Branch never in the leaſt alter'd her Coun- 


tenance during the. Trial, or at her Conviction or 
Condemnation, but ſeveral Times kick*d Mary 
Vor, one of the. Witneſſes againſt her, as ſhe F 
ſtood by her at the Bar whilſt the was giving her 

Evidence. 


The next Day at paſſing Sentence, Miſs Suga 
complain*d to the Court of the Illegality of chang- 
ing the Jury upon them (meaning thoſe that were 
challeng'd)); for ſaid ſhe, F we had been try'd by. 
; ibe t 8 we had not been convicted. | 


After their Return to their Lodgings, Mrs. 
Branch ſhew*d very. little Concern at, her Fate, 
but ſeem'd to comfort herſelf with the Thoughts 
of its being but a few Years ſhortening her Lite. 
Mis Branch fwoon'd away, and continued in that 
Condition about three Quarters of an Hour, and 
as the Gentlewoman at whoſe: Houſe they lodg/d 
was giving her a Dram to revive her, Mrs. Branch 
pull'd her back, and cry*d, Zouns, what are You 


going 
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During dale Confinement in Gat after Sen- 
tence, Mrs. Branch behaved ſullen, and kery'd 
to care more for the Proviſion of her Body than 
the Welfare of her Soul, and enquired much why 
the Hangman uſed to put the Knot of the Halter 
to the Left Ear. But Miſs appeared to be very 
ſollicitous of her future State, and before her Trial 
being ſometimes indulg*d by the Goaler to walk 
out with him to an Houſe he had at Lymington, 
about a Mile from Ivelebeſter, and going thro? the 
Church-Yard of that Pariſh, ſhe defired, if the 
ſhould ſuffer for this Offence, ſhe might be buried 
there, which was endeavour'd at, but prevented 


by the Miniſter. 


The Third of May being fixed by the Calen- 
der for their Execution, and deſpairing of Mercy, 
they over Night deſired to be hang'd early in the 
Morning, before the Country came in; and Mrs, 


Branch getting up very early call'd her Daughter, 


and hurried her to get ready, telling her if ſhe 
did not make haſte the Mob would come 1n upon 
them, and they ſhould not be hang'd in Peace. 
Going out of the Goal Mrs. Branch ſaid to a Per- 
ſon by, I have forgot my Cloak and Clogs, pray fetch 
them, left J fhowd catch Cold, When they came 
to the Place of Execution, one of the Uprights 
and the Croſs-Polt of the Gallows were cut down 
and carried away, whereupon Mrs. Branch for 
Expedition's Sake, deſired to be hang'd on a 
Tree, but the Gallows being foon repaired, Mrs. 
Branch gave her Cloak and Purſe to Hannab 
Mere 15 (who kept out of the W ay to avoid 
being an Evidence ;) and then, having before 
. herſelf, heip*d to ſettle the Halter on 

her 
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her Daughter's Neck ; and ask'd the Goaler for 


a Dram, which he refus'd, ſaying, ſhe had had 
two before, he thought chat enough; and her 


own Halter being alſo fitted, the Block was taken 


away, and they hung about three Quarters of an 
Hour; and were * in Toelchefter Church- 


Tard. 


. 5. It now comes out 6 certain that the 
Deceaſed went to Faulkland for the Bran, 
but not carrying Money for it, Margaret 
Budd would not give Mrs. Branch Credit; 
and fo the poor Girl became an Innocent 
Victim to her Miſtreſſts Fury. 
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Somerſet fl. The Mme of Francis Hates 
of Hemington in the County aforeſaid, Gent. 
Jobn Craddock of the fame Place, Yeoman, 
and Robert Carver of the fame Place, Yeo- 
man; taken on their Oaths the Ninth Day 
of My, 1740. before me Robert Smith, Eſqʒ 
one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace of 
the _ aforeſaid. 


THO, on their ſaid Oaths, each ſpeaking 

for himſelf, ſeverally ſay, that they were 

all fworn of the Jury, on the Inqueſt, taken be- 
fore George Hayme, one of the Coroners of the 
ſaid County; concerning the Death of Fane But- 
terfworth, at the Pariſh of Hemington, the 22d 
Day of February laſt ; and ſay, each (peaking for 
and concerning himſelf, that they were all preſent 
with the ſaid Coroner, when Am Foames was firſt 
brought before them, and ſworn and examined as 
a Witneſs, touching the Death of the ſaid Fane 
Butter ſworth, and that they were alſo preſent du- 
ring all the Time ſhe was under Examination, 
both on the faid 22d Day of Fibruary, and the 
next Day alſo; and all fay, cach ſtill ſeaking for 
| and as to himſelf only, that the ſaid Ame James 
never did deny, before the faid Coroner and Ju- 
ry, that ſhe knew how the ſaid Fare Butterfworth 
came by her Death, or who killed her; but on 
the contrary ſay, that the ſaid Ane Fames, when 
ſhe was firſt brought before them and ſworn, al- 
ſured them ſhe would tell the Truth, and readily 
proceeded to give her Evidence of the manner 
of the ſaid Jane Butterfworth*s being barbarouſſy 
beat and killed by Mrs. Brauch and her Daugh- 
ter; but her Evidence being long, her farther 
Examination was adiourn'd till the next Day. 
And the faid Frances Hal 25 and John Cradock, 
each 


\ 
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each for himſelf ſay, that they were preſent when 
the Conſtable took the ſaid Ann James and Folm 
Lawrence into his Cuſtody, at Fauikland, which is 


about half a Mile from the then Dwelling-Houſe 


of Mrs. Branch; and had them to Jaallland Inn, 
where the faid Aun Fames ſoon after ſhe was brought 
in declared ſhe would ſpeak the Truth, when ſhe 


came upon her Examination; and frequently fo 


expreſſed herſelf, between that time and the time 
of her Examination, and never to the contrary, 
as they know or believe. And farther ſay, that 
ſoon after, and while the ſaid John Lawrence was 
ſo in Cuſtody, the Conſtable and others in his 
Aid went away to the ſaid Mrs. Branch's Houſe, 
and brought her amd her Daughter to the faid Inn; 
where forè the ſaid John Lawrence could not be 
with the {aid Mrs. Branch and her Daughter 
when they were taken; nor do theſe Informants 
believe that Mrs. Branch or her Daughter knew 


of any Intention to apprehend them, till they 


were actually charged by the Conſtable, 


Szoorn the Day 4 8 
aforeſaid, before me, 


ROBERT SMITH, 


Francis Hates, 
Fohn Craddock, « 
Robert Carver. 
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Somerſet ſl. The Information of William Budd 

of the Pariſh of Hemington in this County, 
Labourer, taken upon Oath before Foſeph 
Houlton, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace for this County, the 26th Day 
of February, 1739. a 


THO, upon his Oath faith, that he hath 
| been employed occaſionally as a Day La- 
bourer, by Mrs. Elizabeth Branch of Hemington 
aforeſaid, for the ſpace of two Years or there- 


abouts; and that he knew Fane Butter ſwworth, who 


he apprehends was Apprenticed to her, and ne- 
ver heard but that ſhe behaved herſelf as an ho- 
neſt good Servant; and that on Wedneſday the 
13th Inſtant he went to the Houſe of the ſaid 
Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, and was employed in haul- 
ing Faggots; that about Twelve of the Clock at 
Noon, as he was making a Faggot Pile, together 
with Parry Branch, Son of the faid Elizabeth, at 


the End of the Dwelling-Houſe he heard a Per- 


fon cry very much, and that it appeared to him 
to be a Woman's Voice, and that ſome other Per- 
fon was beating her; and that about One o'Clock 
the ſame Day, he went into the ſaid Houſe to 
Dinner, and in a Court by the Door, ſaw the 
above-mentioned Fane Butterworth, ſcowering the 
Inſide of a Kettle, and ſoon after came in, when 


her Mrs. Elizabeth Branch order'd her to go 


and ſweep out a Room, whereupon ſhe went 
out of this Informant's Sight, but whither he 
knows not, nor did he hear more of her until 


about Eight of the Clock the fame Evening, 


when Anne Fames called him from his own Houle, 


to come up to Mrs. Branch's, and told him that 


Jane Butterſtworth was very bad, and that after he 
had been there about two Hours, the ſaid Am 
2 Fame; 


0 26) 

James came down Stairs, and told this Informant 
and the ſaid Parry Branch, that the Maid, mean- 
ing June Butterſcvorib, was dead, and farther ſaith, 
that Thurſday the next Day in the Evening Mrs. 
Elizabeth Branch deſired him to take the Meaſure 
of the Corpſe in order for a Coffin; and that 
Ann Fames, a Servant in the Houſe and he went 
into the Room, and turned vp a Sheet that lay 
{pon it, ſo far as to ſee one Leg and Arm, which 

ie perceived to be very black, which he appre- 
hended was occaſioned by Bruiſes; that there was 
then a Cap upon her Head, which they did not 
uncover, nor any Part of the Body farther than 
as aforeſaid ; and that Friday Morning he went to 
Frooem, by Order of the faid Mrs. Branch, and 
bought a Shroud and Coffin, but never aw the 
Corpſe after Thurſday Night, when he took the 
Meafure as aforeſaid. This Informant further 
faith, that about Eight Weeks ago, he faw Mrs. 
Betty Branch, Daughter of the ſaid Elizabeth 
Branch, beat the Deceaſed Jane Butterſworth, with 
a middle ſize Stick; and that about a Fortnight 
ſince, he ſaw Am Fames ſtrike her with a Brooms 
Stick, but believes neither of them did her any 
Damage; and that he never ſaw Aun 7ames ſtrike 
her but that once; and further faith not. 


Sworn the abovementioned the 26th Day 
of February 1739, before me, 
Jos. Hovr Ton. 
his 
Willam + Budd, 
Mark. 
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Somerſet ſſ. The Information of Samuel Webber, 
of Faulkland, in the Pariſh of Hemingtun in this 
County, Labourer ; taken upon Oath before 
Foſeph Houlion, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the Peace, this 29th Day of Fe- 
bruary 1739. | 8 


HO, upon his Oath faith, that about the 
beginning of February he was employed in 
uſbandry-Work for Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, at 
High Church in the Pariſh of Hemington, and 
that he knew Jane Butterworth that lived there a 
Servant, and had heard her talk and cry enough 
to know her Voice; that Wedneſday the thirteenth 
of February, as he was at work upon a Faggot 
Pile adjoining to the Houſe of Mrs. Branch, 


. about Nine o' Clock in the Morning, by the Di- 
rection of one Wilkam Budd, he heard the ſaid 


Fane Butter ſcworthb crying very much, as tho' ſome: 
body was beating her in the Kitchen, within the 
Houſe, and at the fame Time heard Mrs. E- 
/izabeth Branch talking in an angry Manner, 
and believes it was ſhe that was beating her; and 
that ſome time after, he ſaw the ſaid Fane Butter/- 
worth at the Bucket Well, when ſhe look'd as 
though ſhe had been crying, but did not ſpeak 
to her. That Thurſaay Evening following, as he 
was at work in the Field, Ann James came to 
Milking, and told him that the Girl, meaning 


= Jane Butterfworth was dead, that ſhe died on Wed- 


neſday Night, and that the lame Thurſday Evening, 


when hie came home from Work, he found Wil- 


liam Budd at his Mother's Houſe, who aſked 
him, whether Aun told him any thing about the 
little Maid, he anſwered, that ſhe had told him 
ſhe was dead; upon which William Budd told 
this Informant that he believed that *twas the 
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